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Dear Friends, 

On the 14
th

 of this month, on what is called Good Friday, there will 

be a special solemn, reflective commemoration of the Lord’s cruci-

fixion, including the holy supper, which was instituted by the Lord 

on the previous night.  The service will begin at 8:00 pm. 
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This is an “open communion,” so any adult who wishes to be nour-

ished by the Lord’s love and wisdom is welcome to participate in 

the service, whether you are a full member of the church or not, 

and whether you consider yourself truly “worthy” to participate or 

not.  Remember, even Judas was welcome and participated in the 

Lord’s Last Supper. 

By way of encouragement I would like to offer a few thoughts on 

the significance of the crucifixion itself and also the sacrament. 

First of all, even though it was the greatest tragedy in human histo-

ry, it is important to remember that the Lord foresaw, predicted 

and fully prepared for His crucifixion.  And He repeatedly stressed 

to His disciples that although He would die, He would rise again, 

overcoming all the limitations of this world.  “And,” He said, “If I 

am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all to myself” … “that 

where I am you may be also” (John 12:32 & 14:3). 

So while the gloom of the crucifixion is palpable – and should be 

recognized, the hope that is implicit in it should be an inspiration 

to all of us.  Worthy of His love or not, we can come to Him in the 

certain knowledge that He loves US and gave His life for us.  Of 

course we know that if we are NOT worthy, that is, if we have not 

done any of the work of co-operating with Him, then we cannot be 

conjoined with Him, but we can still be affected and strengthened 

by His presence in the sacrament (TCR #719-720 ff).  

And what, exactly, is that pres-

ence?  The doctrine is clear that 

it is a presence by correspond-

ence, the bread and wine not on-

ly representing his body and 

blood, but corresponding to His 

love and wisdom according to 

the nature and quality of those specific things.  And we note that 

the bread is unleavened (that is, made without yeast) because yeast 

corresponds to the corruption of evil or falsity – of which there was 

none in the Lord’s pure love for the whole human race.  On the 

other hand the wine that is a product of fermentation with yeast 

corresponds to the truths of the Word that were refined, purified 
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and clarified by the Lord as a result of His victories in the tempta-

tions arising from the evil and falsity that He admitted into Himself 

for that purpose.   

Water, grape juice and other liquids do also correspond to truth, of 

course, but the purified wine that is a product of fermentation cor-

responds specifically to the spiritual truth that the Lord now em-

bodies in His glorified Humanity, and THAT is what we seek in 

the holy supper. 

Now of course some may not be in a position – for whatever rea-

son – to partake of any wine.  In that case it is important to recog-

nize that all truth originates and is contained in good, and that truth 

is really only “good made visible to the understanding” (see AC 

#4211 for reference to the holy supper in this context).  So rather 

than take a substitute for the wine (which in effect would be a sub-

stitute for the holy supper), all that is necessary for a person who 

can’t drink wine is to take perhaps a larger piece of the bread and 

simply respect the wine, acknowledging its literal and symbolic 

power while thinking of the Lord in His Divine love and wisdom. 

May you all experience a blessed and fulfilling Easter season this 

year, and a dynamic sense of the Lord’s ongoing presence. 

 

 

From the Principal: 

Open House Report: At our school open house on March 21
st
 we 

got to introduce 8 prospective families to WNCS. I’m pleased with 

this turn out and I would like to get to the point where we average 

15 visitors each year. But the new families who show up are only 

part of what happens at the open house. Having the event on the 

calendar gave a focus point to Bonnie’s careful redesign of our 

promotional literature around a visually more consistent theme. It 

inspired 15 or more volunteers to hand out postcards at intersec-

tions, to speak at parent expos, to visit 30 local childcare centers 

and to invite friends and colleagues. These efforts have prompted 

phone calls and walk-ins for months before and after the open 

house. And this is how our affordable, referral program works.  
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This event also serves as an opportunity for teachers to step back 

and think about the bigger picture of what we’re trying to do. We 

also had several of our new families and students show up with 

enthusiasm (and refreshments) to help share their school. I saw 

many old and new families chatting and getting to know each other 

better and building community together.  

Community: We’re excited to continue to building healthy, con-

nected, community so we’re going to follow up with a Family 

BBQ and games day, mostly like on May 7
th

.   

Staffing Next Year: We’re hoping to keep most of our current 

staff in place next year, with a few minor adjustments. We do want 

to reduce Erin’s Stillman’s teaching load slightly, so we will be 

looking for someone to take over the Grade 1 and 2 art program. 

We were also anticipating the loss of Michael Ferrell at the end of 

this teaching year. Fortunately for the school, as Michael looked 

through the various responsibilities in his life, he was able to offer 

to continue teaching some religion classes, chapels and helping 

with fieldtrips and special events. This is a huge opportunity for 

WNCS because Michael brings an excellent spirit of calm and 

good humor. Thanks to some generous special donations, we are 

able to give Michael some compensation for his time, without fur-

ther stressing the budget.  

High School: Those of you paying attention will know that we an-

ticipate low-enrollment in our high school for the upcoming two 

years. We have weathered this challenge in the past, and in the 

years following we foresee enrollment coming back up. This time 

though, we are looking at our more recent experience that many of 

our graduates do not go on to attend ANC as boarding students for 

grades 11 and 12. Some of our families have a clear alternative in 

mind and others do not.  

With these factors at play, I’ve been in discussion with some of the 

people around the church who worked on alternative high school 

programs (most recently in Kempton, PA and Caryndale, ON). The 

key advantage of an alternative approach is an individualized 

course of study for each student. These schools continue to provide 

some conventionally taught classes but add mentorship and over-
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sight for the students in developing their own program to meet 

graduation goals drawn up in consultation with parents. We’re at a 

time in history where the quality and variety of accredited, online 

tools is exploding and this model of school is growing quickly. 

Developing along these lines might allow us to offer 9-12
th

 grade 

New Church education (in an area where many people are not sat-

isfied with the public school options). At the same time, we may be 

able to grow the student body without the need for additional full 

time teaching staff. I’m excited about the possibilities not just be-

cause of the practical issues of cost and enrollment, but because I 

think this could become a strong program for motivated students 

and families who want more influence on the direction of study.  

And to be clear, this is all still in the speculative planning stage. 

Any more action steps will be worked through the Board of Trus-

tees, the School Board and the faculty. During this time, I trust that 

if you have questions, comments or ideas that you get in touch to 

talk about them.    

Brian Smith 

April Anniversaries 
“Conjugial love in its essence is nothing else but the wish of 

two that their lives become one life.”   

~ Emanuel Swedenborg CL 215 
 

April 9th ~ George & Anne Miller ~ 56 yrs. 

April 13th ~ John & Sharon Croft ~ 20 yrs. 

April 16th ~ Andy & Pam Cooper ~ 27 yrs. 

April 20th ~ Curt & Wanda Moore ~ 24 yrs. 

April 23rd ~ Scott & Patrice Brickman ~ 21 yrs. 
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Special Events in April, 2017 

Sat, the 1
st
 has three interesting events on the schedule:  

 From 11 AM to 2 PM there is a Fairwood Community 

Health and Home expo in the West Bowie Town Center 

where we will have a school display; come by, check it 

out, and lend us a hand. 

 At 2:30 there is a Yoga class in the supper room – open 

to all at a nominal charge of $10. 

 At 7 PM the Theta Alpha Guild will hold its annual 

banquet with guest speaker, Lincoln Smith on his view 

of the world from the treetops in his Forest Garden. 

Tues, the 4
th

 at 7:30 PM the School Board has its regular 

meeting at the church – thinking esp. about the 2018 budget. 

Fri, the 7
th

 at 7:00 PM there is a church supper followed at 

around 8 PM by a doctrinal class about the Easter story and its 

implications in our lives.  Questions?  Ask ahead; we’ll try to 

answer them at class.  ~MDG 

Tues, the 11
th

 at 7:30 PM the School Board and the Board 

of Trustees have a JOINT meeting at the church. 

Wed, the 12
th

 & 26
th

, at 10 AM the NJHD study group 
meets at the Gladish home to discuss the doctrine of the Word. 

Fri, the 21
st
 at 7:30 PM the Epistles class resumes after skip-

ping two weeks, with a review of Titus and Philemon. 

Sat, the 22
nd

 at 8 AM we will try again to convene the men’s 

breakfast that was postponed last month.  Watch for updates. 

Sat, the 29
th

 Bishop Keith arrives for a two-day visit and will 

meet with the joint council of the Board and Pastor’s Council 

on that morning at 10.  An evening social even may be planned 

for his visit, and he will preach for us on the 30
th

. 
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Money Matters 

It being April, as we continue our series on financial planning, I 

thought it might be useful to say something about tax time. 

Of course some of you will have income taxes to PAY this month, 

but many of you will also be counting on a tax REFUND.  I know I 

count on mine to fulfill my pledge to the Healthy Church Match 

program.  I count myself very fortunate to have certain tax exemp-

Sermon Topics for April, 2017 

  2
nd

: Mercy and Judgment: True judgment is neither harsh 

nor vindictive but a revelation of the truth.  That truth does not 

exist apart from good, or mercy.  Today we will explore how 

we can all judge – and be judged – mercifully according to the 

Word.  The children’s talk will be on Gen. 18:16-33 ~ MDG 

  9
th

: Palm Sunday, a joyful and at the same time ominous 

commemoration of the Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem at 

the end of His earthly life.  Palms will be provided and a pro-

cession will begin in the supper room for this service.  ~ MDG 

14
th

: 8:00 PM Holy Supper service ON “Good Friday,” a 

solemn commemoration of the Lord’s crucifixion with a focus 

on His assurances of His – and our – resurrection.  ~ MDG   

16
th

: Easter Sunday!  Bring a floral offering if you wish.  

This is our family service for the month, accommodated to all 

ages – about the Lord’s resurrection!  ~ BDS 

23
rd

: The Lord’s Coming In Our Life.  The Lord says, 

“These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still 

with you.”  If we're willing we can be reminded that He is al-

ways present.  Unbeknownst to us, He is nurturing our need for 

strength and inspiration to face our challenges each day. ~ MEF 

30
th

: Bishop Brian Keith will preach for us in conclusion of 

his visit this weekend.  Topic to be announced (he is visiting 

the church in Korea as you read this!) 
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tions that are unique to the ministry, and so I feel a special obliga-

tion to give back – to the church! 

But unless you are counting on your tax refund 

to cover some special debt, why not think of it 

as a “windfall” and give at least some of it to 

the church?  You could even make it a “gift that 

keeps on giving” by directing it to the church or 

school endowment, or to the school scholarship fund.   

Even if you took just 10% of your refund and wrote a check for the 

church’s operating budget, give some thought to how good that 

would make you feel – and how little you would actually miss that 

10%.  And if it makes you feel even better, you can think of the 

particular uses of the church that inspire you the most and know 

that your contribution will support those uses. 

For example, did you know that there is a new initiative bubbling 

up to provide for our youth and young adults?  Other ongoing uses 

your contributions support include weekly worship services and 

classes, communications of all kinds, building utilities and mainte-

nance, pastoral visits all over the DC area, advertising, and of 

course, the school.  Salaries and benefits are the single biggest ex-

pense, accounting for 83% of the budget – and we don’t pay outra-

geous salaries!  Perhaps you’d like to see some new initiatives – in 

which case we’d love to hear about them.   

Just remember that none of this is possible without significant fi-

nancial backing, and so if you are able to help, your special dona-

tion when you get your tax refund will be most gratefully received 

and appreciated by all who benefit. 

- Mike Gladish, Pastor 

 

In Memory of William Sumner Kingdon, 

9/20/1933 ~ 3/22/2017 

By Alaina Johns Mabasso 

On March 25
th

, the Washington New Church community had plen-

ty of stories to share about the father, husband, friend, veteran, 

Church member, and Washington sports fan who was Bill King-
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don. In his 83 years, whether he was serving the US military in 

Germany in the 1950s, or serving as the perfect birthday party 

chauffeur and mall chaperone to a gaggle of girls in the 1990s, Bill 

never missed a chance to help his neighbors out and have a great 

time along the way. 

Bill was born in 1933 outside of Philadelphia, attended the Acad-

emy of the New Church Boys’ School and the Academy College, 

and after his military service, made a visit to 

the Washington area that set the course for the 

rest of his life. He married Isabel Lyle Mac-

Corkle in 1974, and together from their home 

in College Park, they were a fixture of the 

community both inside and outside the Church 

society; Isabel as a nurse and Bill as a career-

long computer systems expert for Geico. Their 

family grew to include Liam James in 1975 (now a Lt. Colonel and 

married to Dawn Marusich, with two children), and Lyle Sumner 

in 1983 (now a WNCS after-school program leader and loving 

stepmom, married to Christopher Crossman). 

In between rooting for his Washington teams, Bill loved traveling 

with Isabel, from Lake Wallenpaupak to Europe, until she passed 

away in 2003. Over the next few years, he continued a devoted re-

lationship to his kids, and served on the Church board of trustees 

and the WNCS school board.   

The past several months brought a cascade of health challenges 

that didn’t dampen Bill’s feisty spirits or his family bonds, and he 

passed away on March 22, 2017. His Mitchellville memorial ser-

vice included beautiful burgundy and gold floral arrangements (for 

his favorite sports team), a stirring medley of patriotic music and 

singing, and an afternoon of warm memories from his community. 

From the Theta Alpha Guild 

April 7 bake sale - Jazzmone Coby (mother of KJ) and a team of 

helpers are organizing a student-run, parent-supported bake sale at 

pickup time Friday 4/7. WNCS parents, help your kids bake, indi-

vidually package their contributions and drop them off Friday 
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morning before school. Send your kids with a few dollars to buy 

their friends' goodies. Items will be priced $0.25 to $1. Proceeds 

go to an end-of-year pizza party, leftover funds to the WNCS oper-

ating budget. 

Spring TAG meeting, April 19
th

 - 7:30pm: Discussion at the 

spring meeting includes supporting the yard sale, WNCS play, and 

graduation and June 19 gifts. All officers have agreed to stay on so 

no elections.  The meeting will be at the home of Dorothy Rad-

cliffe. 

Yard Sale, May 6
th

 – 8am – 2pm: We will need people to sort 

clothing and other donations Friday afternoon, sellers on Saturday 

for 2+ hour slots, and clean up helpers. Also need helpers to spread 

the word. Bring your own table and stuff to sell for $15/space. 

Note! Change to TAG Gifts Collection: Cynthia Harvey has gra-

ciously agreed to continue as the Theta Alpha gifts officer. She 

will continue to send reminders approximately every quarter. 

However, you should now write your checks to Washington 

Church of the New Jerusalem (WCNJ), earmarked for whichever 

gift you are donating to: Suitcases, Teachers, Organists or Pastors 

and either give to Bonnie or mail to the church. Cash is still ac-

ceptable, but the new system allows check-writing donors to claim 

this gift for tax deduction purposes. 

Another change - Teacher gift presentation will coincide with 

Teacher Appreciation week (first week in May) instead of gradua-

tion.  Your request letter from Cynthia for donations to teacher 

gifts will be in the mail soon! 

Announcements 

Stay Connected:  Alumni, General Church Members and Friends, 

if you would like to receive updates on what is currently happening 

at the Academy Secondary Schools, Bryn Athyn College or the 

General Church, please provide us with your address, if it has 

changed recently, and/or your e-mail address and/or phone num-

ber.   As we try to go paperless, many of our communications are 

electronic.   
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In addition, if you would like to make a special request you can 

reach us at:  advancement@anc-gc.org or 267.502.4895. Looking 

forward to hearing from you! 

Jacob’s Creek Family Camp - July 23 – July 26:  The Camp is 

located at Laurelville Mennonite Church Center in Mt. Pleasant, 

Pennsylvania. The Theme is:  “Behold I make all things new!” 

Get your registration online: jacobscreekcamp.alotspace.com. 

Friend us on Facebook facebook.com/JacobsCreekFamilyCamp, 

or contact James or Julie Uber to receive forms by mail: 48 S. Col-

linwood Dr.; Pittsburgh, PA 15215 Phone:  412-782-2710, 

Email:  julie.uber@gmail.com 

Boynton Beach Retreat:  Eighty-six participants recently enjoyed 

another amazing Boynton Beach Retreat in Boynton Beach, Flori-

da.  We had four days of inspiring, informational talks by speakers 

Dr. Soni Werner, the Rev. “Mac” Frazier, and one of our returning 

favorites, Brian Henderson.   The Florida weather blessed us once 

again as we gathered at the beautiful Duncan Center among old 

friends and new.  Keep us in mind to join us next year!  The dates 

will be:  January 28 - February 1, 2018. 

  

News Notes  

“… Heavenly love is such that it wills what is its own to 

be another’s.  Consequently, no one in heaven perceives 

his own good in himself to be good unless it is also in 

another; and this is the source of happiness in heaven.”   

Heaven and Hell #268 

Wow!  How beautiful is that?! 

Our love and prayers are with the family and friends of William 

Sumner Kingdon who passed into the spiritual world on Wednes-

day, March 22
nd

 at the age of 83.  A memorial service officiated by 

Rev. Mike Gladish was held on Saturday, March 25
th

 at the Wash-

ington New Church. Thank you to all the many people who orga-

nized and contributed refreshments for the gathering of friends and 

mailto:advancement@anc-gc.org
tel:(267)%20502-4895
http://facebook.com/JacobsCreekFamilyCamp
tel:(412)%20782-2710
mailto:julie.uber@gmail.com
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family in the supper room following the service.  Please see p.8 of 

this Echo for a tribute to him. (If you would like a copy or a re-

cording of the memorial address, request by sending an email to:  

bonnie.cowley@washnewchurch.org)  

Congratulations to Brenna Sweeney and Justin 

Ball for being on the Dean’s List for the Winter 

Term at Bryn Athyn College! And congratulations 

also to Lauren Ball, Astri Hernandez and Oskar 

Simons for being on the Honor Roll for the Sec-

ond Term at the Academy of the New Church Sec-

ondary Schools!  Well done, all you WNCS alumni! 

Astri Hernandez gave an outstanding speech in the Oratorical 

Event in Bryn Athyn, March 25
th

.  She bravely 

discussed her experience with PTSD, empha-

sizing the importance of having access to 

mental healthcare and of speaking openly 

about mental health issues in order to break 

the stigma they have traditionally held. I had 

tears in my eyes as she spoke so powerfully 

for me and myriads of others.  You were awe-

some, Astri!  Thank you!  I watched a video of her speech on the 

Academy website.  Check out: http://www.ancss.org/one-

news/speaking-their-minds.html  

Dorothy Radcliffe reports: “Bill and I joined sisters Naomi 

Smith and Peggy Braun, sister-in-law Margaret Gladish and 

brother-in-law Bob Smith in a trip to the Bahamas, namely to a 

small island off the coast of Abaco, named Elbow Key.  We flew 

into Marsh Harbor and took the ferry to our Island.  It is a small 

quiet place where all exploring is done on foot or in golf carts as 

only the locals are allowed cars.  We did some swimming, some of 

us a lot of walking, and all of us making a morning trip to the 'Cof-

fee shop'.”  What a delightful winter tradition you and your sib-

lings have! 

“On Saturday, March 18, Ayisha Synnestvedt hosted a screening 

at the church of her film "The Amazing Interlude" a WWI film, 

starring our very own Justin Ball, fronting a cast of many familiar 

mailto:bonnie.cowley@washnewchurch.org
http://www.ancss.org/one-news/speaking-their-minds.html
http://www.ancss.org/one-news/speaking-their-minds.html
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faces from the Bryn Athyn area. “Generous supporters from mem-

bers of three New Church congregations - Bryn Athyn, Kempton, 

and Washington - provided the bulk of the funding for the project 

via Kickstarter." The audience not only got to watch the fruit of so 

many people's labor, but also had the unique opportunity to learn a 

little bit about what goes on "behind the camera" as Ayisha cheer-

fully answered our questions about costuming, casting, her process 

to this point and going forward, and much more.  Thanks, Ayisha 

for a very enjoyable evening.  We look forward to "staying tuned" 

for further developments!” – Sharon Kunkle 

“Crofts have been on the move: In mid-March, John and Sharon 

traveled to New Orleans for 4 days of 

music and fun (and a conference for 

John).  On March 31, they will spend a 

day in NYC for the Neal Awards cere-

mony (John is a nominee), attend the 

Opera (Aida) at the Met, and take the late, late train home.”  – 

Sharon Croft. That sounds like lots of fun.  For anyone else who 

doesn’t know, the Neal Award is a business journalism editorial 

award.  Congratulations John! 

Bonnie Cowley writes: “Dave and I took the week of WNCS 

spring break and drove to Boynton Beach to visit our son Alan (the 

new pastor of the Boynton Beach Church) and his wife Susan.  To 

break up the trip, we stopped both coming and going at my Brother 

John's home near Hilton Head, SC.  We had a great visit – it was 

the first time for me to really visit Florida - ... however, it is a very 

long drive!”  

Wystan Simons sent some snippets from her busy life: “Allen and 

Gillian Bedford came through Mitchellville in March, staying 

with Simonses and taking in the DC museums. They thoroughly 

enjoyed seeing many friendly faces at church.  Bronwyn Simons 

and I (Wystan) drove to check up on G'mom (Edward's mother, 

Berith Acton) in Florida over spring break. We had a delightful 

drive with stops overnight each way in Charleston with friends. 

Berith is recovering amazingly from her broken hip. Freya Simons 

spent her spring break watching Owen, dogs, and chickens, brav-
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ing ice and power outages, so that this car trip could take place 

(I’m very grateful). An exciting time was had by all!” 

Well, that’s all I’ve got this month, my friends.  And next month 

the News Notes will have a new Editor! Hanna Hyatt has agreed to 

take them over.  Do you have news for the May issue? Email her at 

hannaihyatt@gmail.com . Welcome aboard, Hanna! 

I hope you all have a spring full of little blessings! 

( A deep thanks to Ginny for nearly SIX years of collecting and 

producing the News Notes! ~ Bonnie) 

 

Greetings! 

A monthly note about welcoming people at church 

For many of us worship is a very personal thing, and it’s hard for us to 
share our “space” with others.  We have our familiar places to sit and 
our private routines.  At the same time we are in a “public” place and 
one reason for coming together is for mutual support, including the 
shared experience of turning to the Lord. 

This month the Easter holidays may bring visitors – family or friends 
from away, or even locals looking for a change.  How great would it 
be for them to have someone actually sit with them and help them 
through the service!  In any case, have you ever noticed the white 
envelopes in the lobby that say “Welcome”?  These are newcomer 
information packets that include a neat little booklet about the 
church, one pamphlet about the doctrines and another about the 
school, a copy of the latest ECHO and even a return-addressed post 
card to provide us with information following their visit.  Have a look 
someday.  And be sure to offer one to anybody who shows up and is 
not a regular member here. 

  

mailto:hannaihyatt@gmail.com

