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Dear Friends, 

Looking at the calendar for June, it’s pretty packed with important, 

interesting church and school events.  Note, too, that this is the fi-

nal month of our fiscal year, so you will see some announcements 

in this issue about finances. 
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The most significant weekend for the church, though, is the 18
th

 

and 19
th

, when we commemorate the beginning of the New Church 

in the year, 1770.  Remarkably, we are told that this beginning 

took place in the spiritual world as a direct result of the revelation 

that was completed here on earth when the book, The True Chris-

tian Religion, was being written.  The clarity of thought expressed 

in that revelation so affected those in the spiritual world that many 

were for the first time truly able to understand the fundamentals of 

the Christian religion and be received from the intermediate world 

of spirits into heaven. 

Here on earth the process has taken a lot longer.  Early readers of 

the heavenly doctrines gathered at first in very small groups to dis-

cuss what they had read, many of them convinced that the Writings 

would usher in a reformation within the established churches.  But 

it wasn’t to be.  Only after many years did a separate and distinct 

“New Church” come into being, and then spread slowly throughout 

England, Europe and America.  Even today the church is TINY 

compared to any other Christian denomination.   

But, you know, the human heart is only one small part of a much 

more massive and complex human body.  In fact a typical male 

heart weighs only 10 ounces, which is approximately 1/3
rd

 of ONE 

PERCENT of an adult body.  And the lungs, whose main volume 

consists mostly of air, are made up of microscopically thin alveoli 

– which nevertheless when stretched out flat might cover the sur-

face area of half a tennis court!  So you see, relatively small or 

light weight things can have tremendous significance – as has been 

the case with the New Church! 

While it’s true that our theology has had little effect on traditional 

churches, it is also true that it has had enormous impact on the 

world of other disciplines, from psychology to art, philosophy and 

literature of all kinds, including other purported revelations, whose 

source material is primarily from the Writings.  As a result our cul-

ture is permeated with New Church concepts – about God, the hu-

man mind, the symbolism in all religions, and the life after death, 

among other things.  Perhaps this infusion of non-traditional ideas 
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into our culture is one reason why traditional Christian religions 

are waning in popularity. 

Still, we have great work to do.  Like the heart, which must pump 

blood throughout the body, and the lungs, which must oxygenate 

and purify the blood, we of the New Church have a sacred duty to 

the whole human race. 

But let me get painfully practical 

for just a moment.  One of the 

fundamental things we understand 

from our teachings is that we must 

not judge the internal states of any 

other person (CL 523), for these 

only the Lord knows.  We can – 

and must – judge the external states, but the difference here is like 

the difference between will and understanding.  People do stupid 

things!  They SAY stupid things.  But this does not mean that they 

are evil, or even ill-willed.  They may simply be stupid – or ill 

trained, or unaware.  Who knows what’s behind a hurtful com-

ment?  It may be a hurting person, or simply one who is awkward 

socially or doesn’t know any better. 

Can we take principles like this and really, truly apply them in our 

relationships with other people?  The doctrines explain that we 

have a serious responsibility to assume the best of others, and even 

in cases where harm is done, make excuses for people if at all pos-

sible (AC 1079) so that they – and we – can continue to receive the 

Lord’s love and wisdom, and life itself (as if of self). 

We don’t all have to be evangelists or missionaries.  But if we can 

apply our teachings like this in our own lives surely the benefits of 

the New Church will continue to influence the world for good.  

And we can be grateful for all the opportunities the Lord puts in 

our way to do so. 

 

 … We must not 
judge the internal 
states of any other 
person. (CL 523) 
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As you may have noticed the General Church 

has launched a contributions campaign 

aimed at raising funds for local congregations 

as well as the broader church.  This of course 

ties in nicely with our own final drive to meet 

our budget expenses for this fiscal year, which 

ends June 31
st
. 

OUR mantra is “Give locally and you are supporting the broader 

church” since that frees us of the need for subsidies. 

Please keep the Washington New Church in mind as you receive 

these campaign reminders, and if you get a phone call from one of 

our members, please do what you can to help us finish this year 

strong.  (MDG) 

Want an easy way to give?  Try e-giving.  This is an electronic 

mobile service where you can send your contributions directly 

from your computer, tablet or iPhone.   

Just go to www.e-giving.org/washingtonchurch and sign up.  If 

you need help with this just call or email Bonnie and she will send 

you detailed instructions. 

From the Board of Trustees 

The Board of Trustees met on May 10 to discuss details and finally 

approve the FY17 budget to be presented to the membership at the 

society’s Annual Meeting.  Strategies and plans for fundraising, 

increasing member contributions, and outreach were deliberated.  

Programs and uses were addressed, and a brief update on facilities 

and building status was provided.   

The Annual Meeting of the Washington New Church was held on 

May 20, 2016.  Administrative and Financial reports were present-

ed, and a Budget for FY17 was approved by the membership.  Re-

ports were presented by the School Board and Facilities Commit-

tee.  Finally, the Nominating Chair thanked the departing members 

of the Board of Trustees - David Radcliffe, Bob Newkirk, and Phil 

Zuber - and the School Board - Eva Smith and John Croft.  New 

members of the boards were elected and welcomed as follows: 

http://www.e-giving.org/washingtonchurch
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Greetings! 

A monthly note about welcoming people at church 

 “Just show up.” 

Last month I had the opportunity to welcome several new visi-
tors to our worship service when the bishop preached.  Two 
were teens on their own, two were young women, and there 
were others.  But I couldn’t help noticing that there were very 
few people their own ages at the service.  Happily, I saw some 
great social interactions afterwards, but here’s the thing: if peo-
ple come and don’t find others like themselves at church how 
likely are they to come back?   

We have plenty of members of all ages and dispositions in this 
congregation!  If we could all just motivate ourselves to come 
every Sunday – not for ourselves but for others – we might be 
surprised to see how rapidly the church grows. - MDG 

 

To the Board of Trustees:  Ed Simons (incumbent), Rick Bond, 

Kira Zuber, and Ben Glenn 

To the School Board:  Brad Johns and Toni Federici 

The next Board of Trustees meeting will be on June 14 at 7:30pm. 

From the Contributions Chair 

Recently you received the FEEL GOOD Newsletter encouraging 

you to make a contribution or an additional contribution before 

June 30
th

 so we can meet our fiscal year budget. The need is so 

great you may also get a call asking for support.  Please respond 

with a contribution. 

Back in February the society had an interactive meeting to discuss 

our vision for the church. At the formal Society Meeting in May 

the results of that discussion were reported. It was clear that 

COMMUNITY is the desired focus.  
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How do we make this a priority going forward? By coming togeth-

er and reaching outside of our little group to our neighbors, that’s 

how. But we need a plan and the money to support it. Many would 

rather not see social events tied to fundraising.  BUT we do need to 

keep raising money, so we can continue to provide a place to foster 

community. This is where YOU can help.   

There are lots of ways you can give. 

Every little bit is valuable and appreciated.  But working together 

on a fund raiser can truly be a bonding experience.  Maybe it’s 

your time to spearhead a project to make a difference in the Wash-

ington New Church community.  

So here are some ideas for supporting our own church community 

while also reaching out. 

Coming up this FALL:   

 Little Church & School Banks – save your change 
 & Restaurant Night Out – for school support 

Maybe you would consider spearheading one of the following 

events: 

* Organize a concert or event for the church and surrounding 

community 

* Lead a workshop open to the community – painting, flower ar-

rangement, blogging, managing social media, chess and astron-

omy – What is your expertise?   

* Fund raise by catalog/coupon book sales 

* Organize a raffle – basket, quilt, artwork, jewelry 

* Head up a silent/on line auction or bike/walk/phone-a-thon (do 

you know anyone or business who might donate an expensive 

item to raffle or auction? 

* Be in charge of a letter writing or pledge campaign 

* Plan a harvest festival for the fall.  

* Run a Christmas Holiday Sale 

* Spearhead a special fund raising project – playground, library 

catalogue system software, capital replacement.  The landscape 

committee is working hard to create a finished site for our 

church and school property. (Continued on page 11) 
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Men’s Retreat in October 

GUYS!  It’s ON!  You are all invited to the first ever men’s church re-
treat planned for the Washington Society.  Now definitely scheduled 
for Friday evening until Sunday afternoon, October 21st – 23rd, this is 
going to be fun, relaxing, stimulating, 
energizing, and spiritually rewarding, 
not to mention a great way to get to 
know one another better and just enjoy 
each other’s company. 

We will meet at THIS lovely estate on 
the Chesapeake Bay, a fully-furnished 
eight-bedroom six-bath waterfront 
family-friendly house tucked away in a lush pine forest. The vacation 
home is on a very private cove with 2 acres of waterfront property 
and a large private dock and 3 boat slips. Easy access by car, or by 
boat from the Bay.  Check out the kitchen area! – and a typical bed-

room, though there are some private 
rooms, too. 

You can see all the details at 
https://www.vrbo.com/13070 

The theme will be the applica-
tion of doctrine to life, i.e., spiritual, rational and moral wisdom, 
and presentations could relate to the fields of engineering, manage-
ment, social work, contracting, real estate, military service, retail or 
non-profit businesses, in fact, any sort of work you do.   

There are separate beds for 16, and with a couple of air beds we 
could handle 18, but note, it’s first come first served and at this 
point MONEY TALKS.  I need a $50 deposit to hold your place.   Call 
or email me, Mike Gladish, today to reserve your place!  And if you 
want to help plan the event, please also speak up!  301-461-3521. 
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June 20
th

 – 24
th

 – Session one Glencairn Medieval Camp 

June 27
th

 – July 1
st
 – session two Glencairn Medieval Camp 

For information: christinemcdonald@glencairnmuseum.org 

July 10
th

 – 16th – ANC Summer Camp for 8
th 

& 9
th

 grads 

For information:  ancss.org/academics-summer-anccamp 

July 17
th

 – 23
rd

 – Tools for Life Camp for 10
th

 & 11
th

 grads 

For information: www.ancss.org/tools  

July 24th -27th – Jacob’s Creek Family Camp in PA 

For more information: http://jacobscreekcamp.alotspace.com/  

July 31
st
 – Aug 1

st
 – Laurel Family Camp in PA 

For more information: http://www.laurelcamp.org/  

 

 

June Anniversaries 
“The inclination to marriage of one man to one woman is the 

jewel of human life” ~ Emanuel Swedenborg, CL 457 ~ 
 

June 10th ~ David & Heather Radcliffe ~ 21 yrs. 

June 12th ~ Nathan & Valerie Smith ~ 17 yrs. 

June 12th ~ Rick & (Angela Bond) ~ 33 yrs. 

June 13th ~ Carl & Judy Goetzinger ~ 52 yrs. 

June 15th ~ Wynne & (Marge) Hyatt ~ 59 yrs. 

June 20th ~ (Dean) & Cathy Smith ~ 63 yrs. 

June 21st ~ David & Amy Glenn ~ 31 yrs. 

 

 

mailto:%20leah.smith@glencairnmuseum.org
http://www.ancss.org/academics-summer-anccamp/
http://www.ancss.org/tools
http://jacobscreekcamp.alotspace.com/
http://www.laurelcamp.org/
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Sermon Topics for June, 2016 

5
th

:  Focus on the Lord – concluding with the Holy Supper. 

The Lord’s natural body is the body of wisdom He has given us 

in revelation, and it is the means of connecting with His mind. 

Today’s sermon will be about how the Holy Supper can facili-

tate this connection – through correspondences. ~ MDG 

12
th

:  FAMILY SERVICE: “Honey in the Mouth and Bitter 

in the Belly.” How often does our initial excitement about 

something fade once we engage in earnest? How is the Lord 

guiding us through the more bitter parts of life? AE 613, Ezk. 

3. and Rev. 10 ~ BDS   

19
th

: New Church Day!  A family festival service focusing on 

what the New Church can do for you, and what you can do for 

the New Church.  Text from John 14:12-14  ~ MDG 

26
th

: 3 Steps Toward Freedom – The Lord speaks to us say-

ing, “Let My people go.”  Our worship will address how a per-

son might break the imprisonment of sorrow and pain that im-

pedes our spiritual growth ~ MEF  

Special Events in June, 2016 

Sun, the 5
th

 at 2:30 in the afternoon there is a special gathering 

hosted by three faculty members of the Bryn Athyn College 

right here in our supper room.  The purpose is to share infor-

mation about the latest developments at the College, and all are 

welcome, especially any BAC alumni. See more information 

about this on the church notice board & lobby monitor. 

Tues, the 7
th

 at 1:00 pm there is a dress rehearsal for the 

school play – which you are welcome to attend if you can’t 

make it the following evening for the main performance.  

The School Board also meets that evening at 7:30 for its fi-

nal session this school year.  Welcome, new board members! 
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Special Events in June, 2016 – continued 

School Closing Events and MORE 

Wed, the 8
th

 at 7:00 pm the WNCS PLAY will be performed 

for all who can attend – but come early: seats go fast!  School 

closes at noon that day in anticipation of this event. 

Thurs, the 9
th

 at 7:00 pm WNCS will host our graduation 

ceremonies beginning with worship and later including the 8
th

 

grade commencement speaker and the  10
th

 graders’ graduation 

speeches, not to mention various special awards. 

Sat, the 11
th

 the ANC High School graduation exercises will 

take place in Bryn Athyn, PA.  

Wed, the 15
th

 the new church Board of Trustees will meet 

at 7:30 ~ Note: NOT on the usual Tuesday this month. 

Sat, the 18
th

 our annual New Church Day BANQUET will 

begin at 7:00 pm, followed by an address by special guest 

speaker, college student, Richard Glenn.  Details TBA soon. 

Sun, the 19
th

 is NEW CHURCH DAY, and how convenient 

that it falls on a Sunday this year!  To celebrate we will have 

a family festival service at the usual time followed immediately 

by a picnic on the beautiful new field right behind the church.  

Bring shade umbrellas if you need them and be prepared for 

some fun games and activities. 

Monday – Friday, the 27
th

 – July 1
st
 we are renting out our 

supper room to “The STEM Club of Maryland” for week 1 

of a three week summer camp for 5
th

 – 6
th

 graders.  They will 

be here from as early as 6:30 am to as late as 6:30 pm each day, 

including “before-care” and “aftercare,” and will also be out-

side for breaks if the weather is good.  You can learn more 

about this by going to www.theSTEMClubofMD.com, or look-

ing back at the May ECHO on page 2.  It will be a good test 

case for us as we seek ways to serve our community and at the 

same time bring in a little extra income. 

http://www.thestemclubofmd.com/
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Contributions article continued from page 6 

These are possibilities we hope YOU might consider. If you don’t 

feel like you can do it on your own, there are lots of friends who 

can support your efforts.  If heading a fund raiser isn’t your thing, 

there is always the non-event stay at home version (and miss all the 

fun) where you just get out your checkbook or log on to 

www.egiving.org/washingtonchurch. 

Any questions/ideas/volunteers? Please contact Contributions 

Chair Kathy Johns at: kcjswim@aol.com   

~ ~ ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Sun ~ Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

 

"Great is the sun, and wide he goes  
Through empty heaven with repose;  
And in the blue and glowing days  
More thick than rain he showers his rays.  

Though closer still the blinds we pull  
To keep the shady parlour cool,  
Yet he will find a chink or two  
To slip his golden fingers through.  

The dusty attic spider-clad  
He, through the keyhole, maketh glad;  

And through the broken edge of tiles  
Into the laddered hay-loft smiles.   

Meantime his golden face around  
He bares to all the garden ground,  
And sheds a warm and glittering look  
Among the ivy's inmost nook.  

Above the hills, along the blue,  
Round the bright air with footing true,  
To please the child, to paint the rose,  
The gardener of the World, he  goes." 

News Notes 

http://www.egiving.org/washingtonchurch
mailto:kcjswim@aol.com
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 “On May 16th, Hanna and Derek Hyatt wel-

comed a baby boy into the world! He was six 

weeks premature, born via emergency C-section. 

He weighed 7 lbs. 1.8 oz. and measured 19 inches-- 

very large for a preemie. He makes all the other 

babies look especially tiny. Everyone is healthy 

and happy. Baby Hugo deMaine Hyatt is home 

now with a heart monitor. We are hugely blessed and happy to be 

able to visit him in the NICU-- we've been able to hold him and 

hang out with him. Thank you for all your messages, food and 

gifts. We appreciate the support immensely. :)” – Written by Han-

na! Congratulations to all three of you.  Enjoy this heavenly bless-

ing in your life! 

Dan and Jeanine Federline want to let us know that their daugh-

ter ”Zara was baptized on Saturday, May 14 at 

Seneca Creek State Park in Gaithersburg, MD, 

Rev. Chuck Blair officiating. It was a lovely 

outdoor service, and we were surrounded by 

family and friends (including all three Bond 

sisters, Aunt Christi, both sets of grandpar-

ents, and even her great-grandma!). We even 

had the sun out, too! It was a beautiful day!” “The Lord upon you 

send His blessing!” 

Kira Zuber, the newest Sasscer Clagett associate, was admitted to 

the United States District Court for the District of Maryland on 

May 4, 2016 in a ceremony before Magistrate Judge Timothy Sul-

livan in Greenbelt, Maryland.  Congratulations, Kira!  We are de-

lighted that you are enjoying your success so close to “home!” 

Marybeth Bond received her Bachelor’s degree from Ferrum Col-

lege on Saturday May7th. Her family was treated to a special pin-

ning ceremony honoring her for being in the Ferrum Scholars pro-

gram, and musical performances from Marybeth and her col-

leagues in the vocal group, The Collegiates, at the graduation. 

Marybeth was honored just a week prior with a Departmental hon-

ors award from the Theater Department. She is happy to return to 
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the area (and the society) and is beginning her research into career 

options.  Congratulations, Marybeth, and welcome home! 

Brent and Amanda Hyatt are happy to report that Derek (proud 

new father) graduated from University of Maryland with a double 

major, math and computer science, cum laude. Well done, Derek!  

We are also delighted that you are enjoying your success so close 

to “home!” 

Dorothy Radcliffe reports: “Bill and I flew to New Orleans to at-

tend grandson Colin Gurney's graduation from Tulane University.  

Our daughter Laura Gurney planned the weekend with a tour of 

some of the University Campus as well as other interesting places 

in this very fascinating city.  We saw something of the French 

Quarter while walking to one of the very good eating places.  That 

was quite an experience.” Congratulations to Colin and his family! 

On Saturday, May 14, Steve Ball and Michael Ferrell took their 

wives on a lunch date to Paris! 
Mary Cooper is very happy to be sporting a new hip!  The surgery 

on May 11
th

 went very well and she was home recovering quickly 

and feeling much better.  Mary, it will be really nice to see you 

busily doing all you do without that nasty pain! Oh, and I forgot to 

tell you, but several of your friends at the pool sent their love.   

Wanda Moore reports that Marcus finished his freshman year at 

Virginia State University with a 3.7 GPA.  (Nice going, Marcus!) 

He is working for the summer at Gold’s Gym in Fairwood and also 

taking an online class getting ready for sophomore year. Curt and 

Wanda are very proud of both of their sons!!  

Janna Zuber reported on a busy month for her family: “Phil and 

Kira did their 5th annual Grand Canyon hike with other Zubers 

and friends in the beginning of the month.  Two weeks later Phil 

and Janna packed their bags again to join Devin and family in 

Munich.  But we did not stay there long. We squeezed ourselves 

into what Europe calls a van (joke) and drove to Soglio Switzer-

land. (Google it and just look at the pictures - amazing!) During 

our week there we hiked the Alps daily, with some side trips to Ita-

ly - just 15 minutes away by car. Janna also got to see her brother 
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Kent Doering in Munich as well as his two grown up children. We 

enjoyed many a beer garden, as well as lots of gelato, but more 

importantly a most wonderful memorable time with our family 

there.”  What can I say? Wow! 

And speaking of Janna Zuber she will have a solo show of her 

work at the Bowie Senior Center for the months of June and Ju-

ly.  You are more than welcome to join her at the opening recep-

tion on Thursday June 16th from 3 - 5 p.m.  The center is located 

at 14900 Health Center Drive. (On the left before the Bowie Health 

Center)  

The annual church Yard Sale held on May 7
th

 was a good success 

despite the rain.  It was held mostly inside with much gratitude for 

the extra space afforded by our renovations, and brought in over 

$1000 before the profits from online sales were taken into account.  

Thank you to Wystan and all her hard-working volunteers for 

making this event successful once again! 

The Coffeehouse Concert held at the church on the evening of 

May 7
th

 was an excellent program. The 45 or 50 people who at-

tended enjoyed songs by Stephanie Eden, Freya Simons and 

Reed McCardell while partaking of yummy refreshments in a 

lovely café atmosphere.  Thank you Janine Smith and her help-

ers for organizing this social experience! 

It was delightful to have Bishop Brian Keith and his wife 

Gretchen here with us over the weekend of May 22
nd

, 23
rd

.  I es-

pecially appreciated Brian’s merciful, loving and encouraging ser-

mon “Be Fruitful and Multiply” on Sunday morning.  I’m pretty 

sure he wrote it just for me!  

 

…next month, graduation reports (so please get the news of your 

special graduate (or award winner) to ginnygladidish@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

mailto:ginnygladidish@gmail.com
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Current Budget Status from our Treasure 

We were running slightly ahead of where we were last year at the 

end of April but by May 9
th

, we were slightly behind again 

($145,758 as of May 9th). Last year when we agreed to the budget, 

we were signing ourselves up for an increase of 17.3% in contribu-

tions, so we have a ways to go in the next month. We are looking 

at roughly $10k a week to meet our budget for contributions. We 

knew this year would be challenging, in fact we include a deficit of 

$22k in our budget, so the amount we miss our contributions target 

by, will just add to this deficit number (this is in addition to the 

deficit last year of $40.7k). We definitely have a challenge, but we 

have done it before, so we know it can be done. 
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